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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 10-13 AF-10 NEA-10 EA-07 
EUR- 12 ACDA-07 CIAE-00 DODE-OO H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 USIA-06 SIG-01 
MMO-01 /107R 

DRAFTED BY PM/DCA:MLBRECKON:ILB 

APPROVED BY P:MR. HABIB 

PM:MR. BARTHOLOMEW 

IO:MR. MAYNES 

AF:MR. STRAUS 

NEA:MR. CHEEK 

EA:MS. MCNUTT 

EUR:MR. KUSHLIS 

S/P:MR. PATTON 

ACDA:MR. TWOMBLY 

DOD:CMDR ZWART 

S/S:MR SEBASTIAN 

211204Z 037485/15 

R 210250Z APR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

INFO ALL EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS 

ALL NEAR EASTERN AND SOUTH ASIAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS 

AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

USINT BAGHDAD 

AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 

AMCONSUL KARACHI 

AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 

AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO 
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AMEMBASSY VICTORIA 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

USCINCEUR 

CINCLANT 

CINCPAC 

CINCPACFLT 

CINCUSNAVEUR 

COMIDEASTFOR 
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MILITARY ADDEES ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: XO, PARM 

SUBJECT: INDIAN OCEAN: RESPONSE TO UN AD HOC COMMITTEE 
INVITATION 

REF: USUN 1139 (NOTAL) 

1 . MISSION SHOULD TRANSMIT FOLLOWING RESPONSE TO INVITATION 
FROM INDONESIAN MINISTER TO PARTICIPATE IN WORK OF AD HOC 
COMMITTEE ON THE INDIAN OCEAN, CONVEYED IN HIS LETTER OF 
APRIL 14 TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG (REFTEL). 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF APRIL 14, 
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INVITING THE US MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN CONSULTATIONS WITH THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THE 
INDIAN OCEAN, LOOKING TOWARD CONVENING AN INDIAN OCEAN 
CONFERENCE IN FURTHERANCE OF THE INDIAN OCEAN ZONE OF 
PEACE CONCEPT. 

THE UNITED STATES FULLY SHARES THE DESIRE OF THE INDIAN 
OCEAN LITTORAL AND HINTERLAND STATES THAT THE REGION NOT 
BECOME AN ARENA FOR MILITARY COMPETITION ON THE PART OF 
OUTSIDE POWERS. PRESIDENT CARTER HAS, AS YOU KNOW, DEFINED 
OUR ULTIMATE GOAL AS THE DEMILITARIZATION OF THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. HE HAS STATED THAT WE ARE WILLING TO JOIN THE 
SOVIET UNION IN SEEKING WAYS TO ACHIEVE MUTUAL MILITARY 
RESTRAINT IN THE REGION. WHEN SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS 
VANCE WAS IN MOSCOW LAST MONTH, HE SUGGESTED THAT THE 
US AND USSR JOINTLY EXPLORE THIS ISSUE. OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
HAVE AGREED TO MEET AGAIN AT THE WORKING LEVEL. 

WE ARE READY TO WORK TOWARDS THE GOAL OF PROMOTING PEACE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AND SECURITY FOR ALL IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION. WE DO 
NOT, HOWEVER, CONSIDER THAT AN INDIAN OCEAN CONFERENCE OF 
MANY NATIONS WITH DISPARATE AIMS AND INTERESTS WILL PROVE 
TO BE THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO ESTABLISH AN ARMS CONTROL 
REGIME TO WHICH OUTSIDE POWERS CAN SUBSCRIBE. WE THUS 
MUST RESPECTFULLY DECLINE TO JOIN WITH THE AD HOC COMMITTEE 
IN WORKING TOWARD THE CONVENING OF SUCH A CONFERENCE. WE 
WILL, HOWEVER, LOOK FORWARD TO SHARING VIEWS WITH STATES 
OF THE REGION AND OTHERS ON HOW BEST TO PROTECT THE PEACE 
AND SECURITY OF THE INDIAN OCEAN. END TEXT. 

3. THROUGH THEIR EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON, WE ARE INFORMING 
THE UK, FRANCE, FRG, JAPAN, AUSTRALIA, AND NEW ZEALAND 

OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS RESPONSE. 

4. BEFORE TRANSMITTING RESPONSE, YOU SHOULD INFORM THE 
SOVIET MISSION TO THE UN AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SUBSTANCE OF OUR RESPONSE AND MAKE LOW-KEY INQUIRY ON 
HOW THEY INTEND TO REPLY TO AD HOC COMMITTEE. 

VANCE 
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